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LUKE 23:1-5 
The whole assembly got up and led Jesus to Pilate and began to accuse him. They said, “We have found this man 
misleading our people, opposing the payment of taxes to Caesar, and claiming that he is the Christ, a king.” 
Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” Jesus replied, “That’s what you say.” 
Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no legal basis for action against this man.” 
But they objected strenuously, saying, “He agitates the people with his teaching throughout Judea—starting from 
Galilee all the way here.” 
 
MATTHEW 27:11-14 
Jesus was brought before the governor. The governor said, “Are you the king of the Jews?” Jesus replied, “That’s what 
you say.” But he didn’t answer when the chief priests and elders accused him. Then Pilate said, “Don’t you hear the 
testimony they bring against you?” But he didn’t answer, not even a single word. So the governor was greatly amazed. 
 
ISAIAH 53:7-8 
He was oppressed and tormented, but didn’t open his mouth. Like a lamb being brought to slaughter, like a ewe silent 
before her shearers, he didn’t open his mouth. Due to an unjust ruling he was taken away, and his fate—who will think 
about it? He was eliminated from the land of the living, struck dead because of my people’s rebellion. 
 
LUKE 23:6-12 
Hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. When he learned that Jesus was from Herod’s district, Pilate sent 
him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time. Herod was very glad to see Jesus, for he had heard about Jesus 
and had wanted to see him for quite some time. He was hoping to see Jesus perform some sign. Herod questioned Jesus 
at length, but Jesus didn’t respond to him. The chief priests and the legal experts were there, fiercely accusing 
Jesus. Herod and his soldiers treated Jesus with contempt. Herod mocked him by dressing Jesus in elegant clothes and 
sent him back to Pilate. Pilate and Herod became friends with each other that day. Before this, they had been enemies. 
 
JOHN 18:28-32 
The Jewish leaders led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Roman governor’s palace. It was early in the morning. So that they 
could eat the Passover, the Jewish leaders wouldn’t enter the palace; entering the palace would have made them 
ritually impure. So Pilate went out to them and asked, “What charge do you bring against this man?” They answered, “If 
he had done nothing wrong, we wouldn’t have handed him over to you.” Pilate responded, “Take him yourselves and 
judge him according to your Law.” The Jewish leaders replied, “The Law doesn’t allow us to kill anyone.” (This was so 
that Jesus’ word might be fulfilled when he indicated how he was going to die.) 
 
JOHN 18:33-38 
Pilate went back into the palace. He summoned Jesus and asked, “Are you the king of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do 
you say this on your own or have others spoken to you about me?” Pilate responded, “I’m not a Jew, am I? Your nation 
and its chief priests handed you over to me. What have you done?”  Jesus replied, “My kingdom doesn’t originate from 
this world. If it did, my guards would fight so that I wouldn’t have been arrested by the Jewish leaders. My kingdom isn’t 
from here.” “So you are a king?” Pilate said. Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. I was born and came into the 
world for this reason: to testify to the truth. Whoever accepts the truth listens to my voice.” “What is truth?” Pilate 
asked. After Pilate said this, he returned to the Jewish leaders and said, “I find no grounds for any charge against him. 
 
MATTHEW 27:15-23 
It was customary during the festival for the governor to release to the crowd one prisoner, whomever they might 
choose. At that time there was a well-known prisoner named Jesus Barabbas. When the crowd had come together, 
Pilate asked them, “Whom would you like me to release to you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called Christ?” He knew 
that the leaders of the people had handed him over because of jealousy. While he was serving as judge, his wife sent 
this message to him, “Leave that righteous man alone. I’ve suffered much today in a dream because of him.” 
But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and kill Jesus. The governor said, “Which 
of the two do you want me to release to you?” “Barabbas,” they replied. Pilate said, “Then what should I do with Jesus 



who is called Christ?” They all said, “Crucify him!” But he said, “Why? What wrong has he done?” They shouted even 
louder, “Crucify him!” 
 
LUKE 23:18-19 
But with one voice they shouted, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us.” (Barabbas had been thrown into prison 
because of a riot that had occurred in the city, and for murder.) 
 
MATTHEW 27:24-26 
Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere and that a riot was starting. So he took water and washed his hands in front of 
the crowd. “I’m innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “It’s your problem.” All the people replied, “Let his blood be on 
us and on our children.” Then he released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus whipped, then handed him over to be 
crucified. 
 
MATTHEW 27:27-31 
The governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the governor’s house, and they gathered the whole company of soldiers around 
him. They stripped him and put a red military coat on him. They twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his 
head. They put a stick in his right hand. Then they bowed down in front of him and mocked him, saying, “Hey! King of 
the Jews!” After they spit on him, they took the stick and struck his head again and again. When they finished mocking 
him, they stripped him of the military coat and put his own clothes back on him. They led him away to crucify him. 
 
PSALM 2 
Why do the nations rant?  Why do the peoples rave uselessly? The earth’s rulers take their stand; the leaders scheme 
together against the Lord and against his anointed one. “Come!” they say. “We will tear off their ropes and throw off 
their chains!” The one who rules in heaven laughs my Lord makes fun of them. But then God speaks to them angrily; 
then he terrifies them with his fury: “I hereby appoint my king on Zion, my holy mountain!” I will announce the Lord’s 
decision: He said to me, “You are my son, today I have become your father. Just ask me, and I will make the nations your 
possession; the far corners of the earth will be your property. You will smash them with an iron rod;  you will shatter 
them like a pottery jar.” So kings, wise up! Be warned, you rulers of the earth! Serve the Lord reverently— 
trembling, kiss his feet or else he will become angry, and your way will be destroyed because his anger ignites in an 
instant. But all who take refuge in the Lord are truly happy! 
 
 
ACTS 4:23-31 
After their release, Peter and John returned to the brothers and sisters and reported everything the chief priests and 
elders had said. They listened, then lifted their voices in unison to God, “Master, you are the one who created the 
heaven, the earth, the sea, and everything in them. You are the one who spoke by the Holy Spirit through our ancestor 
David, your servant: 
Why did the Gentiles rage, 
    and the peoples plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth took their stand 
    and the rulers gathered together as one 
    against the Lord and against his Christ. 
Indeed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with Gentiles and Israelites, did gather in this city against your holy servant Jesus, 
whom you anointed. They did what your power and plan had already determined would happen. Now, Lord, take note 
of their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with complete confidence. Stretch out your hand to bring 
healing and enable signs and wonders to be performed through the name of Jesus, your holy servant.” After they 
prayed, the place where they were gathered was shaken. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking 
God’s word with confidence. 
 


